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Beecher Family, the Abolition Movement, and the Influence of Uncle Tom's Cabin
Originally from New England, there was a political family named the Beecher family in the 19th century. They advocated for several issues affecting society. For instance, religious issues, social norms, and civil rights. Among the members of the family were authors, clergy, artists, and educators. Most of the members schooled at Yale and looked into issues such as abolitionism, temperance, and the rights of women. Some of its members helped out with ideological materials during the American civil war. There also are locations named after some of the family members like Beecher and Illinois. The family started with John Beecher from Kent, England with his wife and son. They immigrated to Boston in 1963. There were religious differences in the location; hence, most emigrants did not want to settle there. The family tree grew and gave rise to a great American religious force throughout the 19th century. It is from the same that Harriet Beecher Stowe was born. She is the author of the book, Uncle Tom's Cabin.

The abolition movement in the United States of America was meant to put an end to slavery in the country. It was functional before and after the civil war. Christians and noble thinkers in the 17th century condemned slavery as unchristian. During that time, most slaves were Africans, although some Native Americans also experienced it. During the movement, the book Uncle Tom's Cabin was written. We encounter the life of Tom as a slave who sings hymns as a way of consolation and also to communicate a message about slavery. Harriet changed many people's perception of slavery by the use of the book. It became a turning point for the abolition movement. She exposed the harsh reality of slavery to the masses. Most Americans did not see the conditions that slaves were exposed to because it was mostly experienced in the South. Until the book was written, they, therefore, started to join the antislavery movements. She searched for firsthand information from slaves, family, and friends and composed the fictional book. It detailed the real account of events slaves used to undergo. She also demanded freedom and equality for all in the United States of America.

Matthew Dutton's Participation in Bleeding Kansas.

Bleeding Kansas was a mini civil war which occurred between 1856 and 1865. It came as a result of the signing of the Nebraska Act in 1954. Debates had ensued over legalizing slavery in the state of Kansas. The disagreement, therefore, led to the civil war. It is supposed that the Act infringed on the rights of the continuously suffering slaves.

 I was born on 17th May 1829 in Watertown, Litchfield County, Connecticut, in the United States of America. During my early years, I came to learn of the slavery that used to go on in America. I had it in mind that it was only Africans who were enslaved, little did I know even the Native Americans went through the dehumanizing experience. During my school days, it was not written in books, and much of the history we learned did not cover much about slavery. After I was done with high school, my family moved to New York, whereby I joined a university and came to learn about slavery at length. I read a novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, written by Harriet Beecher Snowe and empathized with the situation slaves were in.

During the same period, a mini civil war started in the state of Kansas miles away from where I was. Out of the passion I had to save souls and bring forth a revolution, I decided to follow up on the happenings. I felt like one of them and therefore, the need to bring forth change, arose. News of the fight in the Senate in Kansas spread across the country. The Republican Senator Charles Sumner denounced slavery in Kansas which led to a deep uproar from the democrats.  A fight ensued the following morning, and Sumner was nearly killed with a cane because of opposing humiliations of slaves. Upon hearing this news, my family and I knew that we had to do something. We, therefore, moved to Kansas to help end the mini-war. However, this did not come easily because everyone was worried about the outcome of the war. We wondered whether we would come out of it alive because things were getting heated. The country at large was going through the civil war with each state having its own. Upon arrival, we could not get a conducive place to stay because the state was in turmoil and confusion. We thought of booking a hotel room but the revolt had gone as far as affecting hoteliers. Some massacres were also said to have been planned at the western hotel. We moved carefully not to be subjected to what other people in Eastern Kansas and Bourbon were facing. The slavery had to end and plans to flee slaves were in the pipeline. The revolution ended when the civil war began in the USA
In our mission to escape slaves, we used what we called the Underground Railroad. These were safe houses and secret routes meant to flee slaves from bondage. Slaves had to be disguised and hiding in barns while on board. We enabled them to escape to the North and some to Canada. For instance, a conductor who disguised himself as a slave would move to the plantation and guide the fugitives going North. All these used to happen at night. They would travel up to 20 miles till the next station to rest and eat then proceed with the journey. They would use boats and trains which were paid for. The money used was collected through donations from people who supported anti-slave movements. The cash was also used to buy the runaways better clothes to avoid suspicious eyes. They were then settled in the northern states of New York and Philadelphia. Upon settling, they were offered jobs and letters of recommendation to enable them to fit into the communities. All the efforts done helped to end slave trade which subjected African americans to harsh treatment. Slavery is still present among people in society but most of it do it with caution.
Pictorial Representation of Bleeding Kansas and the Escape of Slaves
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Riots at the Kansas senate.                                         Senator Sumner being beaten at the Senate 
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Slaves being helped out of a boat in one of their escape missions.

Below: An underground railroad used by slaves.
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